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I-IENRY LEWIS STIMSON 

(1867-1950) 
. 

Ill 

• 

1..,HE . public career of Henry Stimson is familiar. As a lawyer, U .S . 
District Attorney, unsuccessful candidate for the Gqvernorship of New 
York, Secretary of War under Taft, Governor of the Phillipines, 
Secretary of State in the Hoover Administration and again Secretary 
of War in the regime of Franklin D. Roosevelt, his long services mount 
up to a notable and in fact a unique record. Two generations of his 
fellow Americans admired and trusted him as a public servant. 

Next to his interest in governmental service, his love of outdoor life 
was the dominating element in his annual plans, and his daily con
versation. Much less is generally known of this side of his character. 
Some occasional articles he vvrote and one privately printed book, 
My Vacations (1949), reveal something of his passion for hunting, 
riding, camping, fishing and mountaine~ring, but only those who knew 
him intimately realize how these avocations held his thoughts, com
manded his spare time and even influenced his course of life. 

Riding and hunting were his prime interest. He began them as a 
boy in Andover and ended only when crippled by arthritis in his last 
years. He rode if possible several times a week all his life and managed 
to take dozens of expeditions, indeed almost annual trips to ride, hunt 
or fish in Canada, the Rocky Mountains and other areas. 1-Iis first 
ambitious exploration was a trip to the Colorado Flat Tops when he 
was seventeen. He had no interest in golf or cards but a day for him 
was lost if he could not get some exercise abroad. 

Secretary Stimson's devotion to mountaineering as such, that is to 
.ascents, never occupied his whole horizon but he did much climbing 
and was always interested. In 1892 he made a first ascent of Chief 
l\1ountain in the Glacier National Park area. The ascent was repeated 
in 1913 by an easier route. The story of the buffalo skull he found on 
the summit and replaced twenty-one years later on the second trip is 
known to thousands. In 1883 and again in 1896 he climbed in the 
Alps. The Matterhorn, the Rimpfischhorn and Zinal Rothorn were 
his main ascents. He was an honorary member of the Alpine Club and 
of the American Alpine Club, which latter he had joined in 1913. 
He took a lively interest in the American Alpine Club's participation 
in the training of mountain troops for the Second World War. He 
was largely responsible for getting permission for the American AI pine 
Club's expedition to K2 in the Himalayas in 1938. 

The Secretary as those who worked much with him came to call 
him loved to battle \Vith natural forces, with wind, cold, storm, wild 
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animals and even vvild men. He waged outdoor adventure as he waged 
war, or the battle of civic righteousness, with zest and elan. He vvas 
never afraid but also he was never careless or ill prepared. He was 
an outdoor sportsman of the top rank. 

J. G. ROGERS • 
• 

--·- -- --·---

GEORGE ERNEST GASK 

I875-I95I 

BoRN August I, I 87 5, the late Professor Gask was one of the most dis
tinguished surgeons of his time. Educated at Dulwich College and 
later at Lausanne, Fribourg and Baden, he entered St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital in I893, qualifying I898, and becoming F.R.C.S. in I90I. 
He was appointed House Surgeon at Bart's, and later became Demon
strator in Pathology, Surgical Registrar and Assistant Surgeon. He 
was the first appointment to the Professorship of Surgery in London 
University (I9I9) and among his numerous other posts may be men
tioned Consulting Surgeon to Bart's, Vice-President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, President of the Medical Society of London, and 
Examiner in Surgery to the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, London 
and Bristol. He was an Hon. Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons, Corresponding Member of the Academy of Medicine of 
Rome, and Hon. Member of the Academie de Chirurgie de France. 

During the first war he was Consulting Surgeon to the B.E.F. in 
France, being four times mentioned in despatches, and decorated with 
the D.S.O. in I9I7 and the C.M.G. in I"9I9. He retired in I935 from 
his Professorship in London, but on the outbreak of World War II he 
returned to work in Oxford as Lecturer and Adviser in Surgery, in 
various capacities. In I950, to celebrate his seventy-fifth birthday, 
he was presented with a notable collection of essays on medical matters 
(A.J. s7. 566). 

Gask was elected to the Alpine Club in February I903, on a climbing 
qualification that opened in I 896. He served on the Committee in 
I9I4 and was elected Hon. Secretary in I9I7, but could not act owing 
to his absence on military service. , 

A surgical colleague vvrites : 

I first met Gask in the year I 906 at Zermatt. It was my first season 
in the Alps and it had been a notable season for all climbers, for the 
weather had been ideal. We had just come down from Zinal Rothorn ; 
Alois Pollinger and Franz Imboden had guided us. Alois pointed 
to a group o_f Englishmen drinking beer outside a hotel and said,' They 
are very good climbers.' We looked at them with deep respect and 
presently approached them and began to ask questions. Gask was one 
of them and I am pretty sure that Farrar and Reade were the others. 
That contact with Gask was the first moment of a friendship which 
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lasted for 45 yeflrS. During 7 years of this period I was constantly 
with him in his work at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, where he became 
the first Professor of Surgery in 1919. The war had separated us, for 
we had both been on active service in France. As a consultant surgeon 
he filled a very important place in the R.A.M.C. Those were days of 
terrible wounds and desperate surgery conducted without the powerful 
antiseptic aids which are nowadays at hand. Professor Grey Turner 
in a recent obituary notice has told how, beneath an outward calm, 
Gask was most profoundly affected by the losses sustained by the youth 
of our country and our dominions. He certainly did his best to save 
all that he could, and with that object worked unsparingly and with fine 
skill. It was always a pleasure to watch Gask when operating. How
ever difficult the case and however grave the risks which had to be taken 
he remained calm and unhurried, always gentle in his methods, always 
aiming at avoiding unnecessary shock to the patient, never neglecting 
anything essential yet always completing what had to be done, so that 
those of us who worked under him learned many things of lasting value 
in surgical handicraft. -

In 1914 he was somewhere in the Alps when war broke out and had, 
I believe, some difficulty in getting home. After the war he resumed 
his habit of a climbing holiday in the Alps each year. He told me that 
it was Farrar who encouraged him to take up guideless climbing. I 
think that he chiefly preferred snow and ice climbing and I never heard 
him speak about the Aiguilles of Chamonix. But I know that he de
rived a very special pleasure from his last climb, this done with guides, 
which was the Matterhorn by the Zmutt Grat. I greatly wish that 
I had done some climbs with him, for his steady unruffled tempera
ment must surely have made him as ideal a companion on a mountain 
as he was a chief to assist in the operating theatre. 

A special testimony of the affection with which he was regarded at 
Bart's was the attendance at his last ward round before he resigned his 
Professorship. I feel sure that the gathering of students and colleagues 
must have numbered fully a hundred persons ; and a short memorial 
service held after his death in St. Bartholomew's the Less was also 
attended by large num~ers of friends and colleagues and those who had 
been taught by him. 

R. 0GJER WARD. 
--- --- ·----------

ALAIN HENRI GEO.RGES JEAN CONSTANT 
DE SUZANNET 

1882-1950 

LE CoMTE DE SuzANNET's Alpine career was remarkable for the fact 
that he did not start mountaineering until he was 57 years old ; he 
remained an active climber until he reached the age of 6 5. 

During those eight years he climbed most of the big mountains 
round Zermatt and Saas-Fee, some of them several times. His ascents 
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included the Weisshorn by the north ridge, a Taschhorn-Mischabeljoch 
traverse, the Matterhorn four times (with a descent of the Zmutt ridge), 
and the Teufelsgrat, the completion of which was just defeated by bad 
weather. He also made a number of ascents in the Dents du Midi and 
the Diablerets districts with the distinguished mountaineer E. R. 
Blanchet. He was elected to the Club in· 1947. On one of his climbs, 
alone with his guide. on a glacier, he had an extremely unpleasant and 
dangerous adventure. The guide fell into a crevasse and for many . 
hours, until help came, the Count sustained and encouraged his com
panion. This and other experiences together in the mountains formed 
a deep bond between the two, and it was characteristic of de Suzannet's 
generosity that he had built near Tasch a fine chalet for his guide and 
wife and their young family. 

From 1947 onwards ill-health made serious climbing impossible for 
him; and much to his sorrow during the last years of his life, the 
Count could only give active expression to his love of the mountains 
by long, and often solitary, walks below the snow line ; by collecting 
Alpine literature and prints ; and by forming friendships with other 

• moun tatneers. 
Any member visiting Zermatt or Lausanne was always sure of a 

cordial welcome and most liberal hospitality from the Count and 
Countess de Suzannet. 

The last time I saw the Count was when he came to see off my wife 
and myself at the Zermatt railway station one hot summer's day in 1949 
as he was about to set off on a stroll for the ninth time up the I 1 ,ooo ft. 
Mettelhorn. . 

Le Comte de Suzannet was highly appreciative of the fact that he 
was a member of the Club, and took the keenest interest in its activities. 
He has shown his appreciation in a most practical and generous mahner 
by bequeathing to the Club his large library of Alpine books, which 
will be known as the ' Suzannet Collection.' His loss will be felt 
deeply by a wide circle of friends. 

• E. B. BEAUMAN • 

· MR. G. WINTHROP YouNG WRITES. As the head of a great and historic 
French House, de Suzannet inherited a strong aristocratic tradition, and · 
prejudices, balanced in his case by a keen wit, a· critical judgement, and 
a cultiv-ated and humane spirit. In literature, in art, and in music, his 
taste was impeccable, and his enthusiasm enduring ; he was widely 
read in a number of literatures, and he wrote English and French with 
equal grace. His knowledge of the world, above a certain level, was 
cosmopolitan. His personality had, above all things, style: a tempera
mental reserve and disillusionment were lightened by quick affections, 
by a manner of great charm, and by a ready twinkle of observant 
humour. · 

In early life, as a sportsman and a master of hounds, on his estates in 
La Vendee and in the south of France, he was a social figure and in 
Edward VII's set. As a soldier by career, he held a command through 
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the first great war. But he resigned from the army at its close, when 
his protests against what he considered the weakening democratisation 
of discipline were disregarded by his Government. He left France at 
the same time, and settled in Lausanne ; where he became a beneficent 
patron of the Swiss libraries, galleries, museums, and all good artistic 
causes. The mountains and mountaineering fascinated him ; and 
although late in life, he climbed and ski'd for a number of years 
ardently, and with an energy and at a pace more in accord with his 
restless and obstinate vitality than with his strength. Zermatt was 
his especial interest. He built a stone chalet there in the best archi
tectural tradition ; where he housed his remarkable collection of 
mountain books, for the benefit of others, and to which he returned at 
intervals through the year for his summer climbing, or to promote ski 
sports and competitions. The guides and their families found in him 
a considerate and liberal benefactor. To mout:ltaineers, and to our 
Alpine Club, he was a constant friend ; and with a courteous and quiet 
ability he took .upon himself the heaviest tasks, the dealing with ac~i
dents, and their after-settlements, and similar thankless problems. 

To the world he was known best as a bibliophil and book-collector 
of European reputation. If an author interested him and many did, 
in many languages he collected not only his complete works but his 
manuscripts and correspondence, published or unpublished. Many 
of these he disposed of in his lifetime by gifts to libraries or elsewhere. 
But he had still of late years much unique or unpublished material of 
Thackeray, of Prosper Merimee whose correspondence he had helped 
to edit of Topfer; a complete collection of the MSS. and corre
spondence of Somerville and Ross; and above all, of Charles Dickens. 
He was the main support of the Dickens Society, and he was engaged 
at his death upon a new edition of Dickens's letters. · 

Few men have made better use of wealth, or have directed their 
activities with a finer taste or more open-mi~ded discretion. His 
courteous and sympathetic personality and his prompt and active 
support, will be missed in many spheres. But above all among moun
taineers, and by our visiting countrymen, who have lost in him the 
most generous and most tactful of friends and correspondents, in their 
summer and their winter Switzerland. 

Lt.Col. N. I-I. L. \Vatts writes : 
. 

As one who was privileged to have had the friendship of Count Alain 
de Suzannet, I should like to pay the following brief tribute to his 
memory. I first met him in the summer of 1946 on the Rimpfischhorn. 
During 1946, '47 and '+8, he and I did two ascents and many long 
mountain walks together. In the autumn of 1950 I sa'v him for the last 
time. 

He lived a spartan life, one of his rules being no mountain railways 
and no hotel lifts. He carried this out to the extent of almost invariably 
walking from Visp to Zermatt, when coming up from his home at 
I.~ausanne. Next morning he would walk to the Gornergrat. He did 
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not believe in taking breathers, even on the longest walks, in spite of an 
affection of the heart from which he suffered. 

It was not easy to find out much about his climbing, as he was one of 
the most modest of men on the subject of his own achievements. When 
I discovered that he had climbed extensively in the Valais, and that his 
knowledge of Alpine literature was encyclopaedic, I persuaded him to 
allow me to propose him for election to the Alpine Club. I know that 
he greatly appreciated what he regarded as the honour of being a mem
ber of our Club. Alas, he was destined never to visit it, but the in
terest which he took in it is well known to many of its members, and the 
regard in which he held it is proved by his having bequeathed to it his 
magnificent Alpine library. 

It was always a joy to be with de Suzannet and to hear his stimulating 
and witty commentaries on a vast variety of subjects. To accompany 
him along the streets of Zermatt was an experience. These were his 
kingdom.. He knew everybody and had a cheerful greeting and kindly 
wo.rd for all whether young or old. 0 

Now he has left us, and one who had the privilege of knowing himy 
will always feel that Zermatt has lost something. which will not be 
replaced. 

0 

---- ·- - - 0-----

PERCY JOHN HENRY UNNA 

1878-1950 

THe death of Percy Unna from a fa11 on Beinn Eunaich in the High
lands takes from us an old and popular member. 

For some years he had suffered from heart trouble, and it is likely 
that a temporary failure was the cause of the slip. U nna, who had been 
educated at Eton and Cambridge and was a civil engineer by profession, 
was elected to the Club in 1904. 

His Alpine climbs in 1905 included Laquinhorn and Fletschhorn, 
Weissmies, Sudlenzspitze, Nadelhorn, Egginergrat and Portiengrat. 

Arolla was his centre the following year when he added to his list 
Ruinette, Aig de la Za by west face, Petite Dent de Veisivi, Dent 
Blanche, traverse of l'Eveque, and Mont Collon. 

In 1907 with E. B. Robertson, Aig du Tour guideless, Aig d'Argen
tiere traversed, Grand Clocher de Planereuse guideless, Col de Sona
don from Valsorey hut to Chanrion, Col de la Reusse d'Arolla to 
Praraye, Col de Valpellina to Zermatt. Bad weather in 1909 prevented 
much climbing but Trifthorn and Rothorn were traversed. He was 
also unlucky in 1910 with the weather. 

In 1914 he was out in the spring skiing at Davos. 
During the war Unna served in the Navy as Lieut.-Commander in 

command of an auxiliary patrol vessel at Leith, and later, in Egypt and 
the Bristol Channel. ' 

He returned to the Alps in 1921, but bad weather limited his climb
ing, and he was with the S.M.C. guideless party in the Oberland 

-
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in 1925 which started at Fafleralp in the Lotschental and worked 
across country from hut to hut to finish up in Grindelwald. He was 
commissariat officer and arranged for supplies to be sent up to meet us 
at the various huts. When the party broke up he went on with J. W. 
Brown and King to Macugnaga and over to Alagna, up to the Gnifetti 
hut and the Signalkuppe of Monte Rosa finally reaching Zermatt by 
the Betta Furka and Theodule passes. · 

In I 926 the same party went to Tyrol but bad weather limited their 
climbing. Order, Konigsspitze and Cevedale were their main ascents, 
but they saw a good deal of country. 

In 1928 the same party broke new ground in Maderanertal. The 
weather was ~nfavourable, but the Oberalpstock was climbed on a 
good day, and the Clariden Pass and Claridenstock took them over to 
Lintal. Here Unna was unfortunately recalled home. 

Next year they returned to Maderanertal but again had broken 
weather. After two abortive attempts on the Grosse Windgalle, they 
crossed the Diissistock to Oberrheintal and on and over Spliigen Pass 
taking Piz Tambes on the way to Maloja. 

From the Forno hut Monte Sissone and Monte Forno were climbed. 
Tyrol, Maderanertal and Goscheneralp continued to draw us up to 

1939, with the addition of J. W. Brown, R. Corry, and Miss Corry, and 
J. M. Davidson, and many peaks, suitable for advancing years, were 
climbed. 

Then came the war and it was not before 1947 that we could return 
to Maderanertal with the party now reduced to three, Unna, Davidson, 
Ling, and walks up to huts and short ascents were now our limit. The 
same programme was followed in 1948 and 1949. 

In 1950 the party, now reduced to two, went to Stubaital in Tyrol, 
and on to the Berliner hut in Zillertal, and walked up to huts and 
climbed two small peaks and a pass. In his younger days Unna used 
to go out in the spring also, skiing from hut to hut generally alone. 

I-le had a wide knowledge of the Alps and also of the Highlands as an 
active member of the Scottish Mountaineering Club, which he joined 
in 1905 and succeeded to the Presidency in 1936. 

l-Ie was a good mountaineer and a cheerful companion on the hills, 
retaining a boyish impishness to the end and he could always be relied 
upon to enliven a meeting by his questions. His passing will leave a 
blank in his large circle of friends. 

w. N. LING. 

Dr. N. S. Finzi writes : 

We shall all miss Unna. No longer shall we hear that unique laugh. 
No longer shall we have those trenchant criticisms, so often right and 
so often pointing out defects that others had not observed. One hopes 
he wasn't always right, as, for insta,nce, in his uncompromising opposi
tion to the B.M.C., but usually his suggestions were accepted and they 
proved to be correct. He was a recognised expert on Alpine equip
ment and nearly always found a place on any sub-committee dealing 
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with this subject. He had a vast number of acquaintances and very 
many friends in the Club, but only those who had travelled with him 
knew his real worth. He joined our small skiing party in 1933 and was 
with some of us or myself alone for part of our skiing holiday each sub
sequent year until the ' Anschluss.' He was most entertaining com
pany and, having had a very varied and adventurous life, could talk for 
hours and keep all of us amused. He had a most extraordinary know
ledge of legal possibilities and of the queer things one could do quite 
legally. I hope I may be allowed to tell the following story, so typical 
of this and of his Puck-like humour. He denied having done this, but 
admitted having said it could be done. ' He had to see a friend off by 
_the last train from a small wayside station and he objected to paying for 
a platform ticket. However he took one and saw his friend off. Then, 
armed with a rug, he settled down on the platform. Soon a porter 
came and asked him to leave·, as they were closing the station for the 
night. Unna pointed out that he had a platform ticket and was per
fectly entitled to remain. The porter retired discomfited, but returned 
shortly and asked U nna to come and see the Stationmaster. l-Ie re
plied that, if the Stationmaster wanted to see him, he could come to 
him on the platform. Eventually the Stationmaster came and tlie 
matter is alleged to have been settled by U nna receiving back the penny 
for the ticket and going home to bed.' 

He knew Austria well and, as he knew most of the hut-keepers, he 
nearly always managed to get a room or rooms for us, instead of our 
being relegated to a ' Matratzenlage.' Though he was a very small 
eater, he was extraordinarily resistant to cold. We always had the 
window wide open, and I shall never forget waking one morning, when 
the thermometer was I 5° C., to find him calmly sleeping with both 
bare feet projecting beyond the end of the blankets and almost out of 
the window. He would also stand about in a bitter cold wind taking 
photographs, when we others had to keep moving to get warm. He 
liked bad weather and insisted, against advice, on going out on what 
proved to be his last journey. He had had at least one bad heart attack 
previously and his fall was probably caused by a black-out. 

He had a great love for the Club and, at the time of his death, was 
engaged on a plan for a comprehensive index of the A.J. frorn the be
ginning, to be ready for the centenary in 1956. The whole Club will 
miss him very much. 

-----------------• 

GEORGE DEAN RAFFLES TUCKER 

1878-r95o 

' FAITHFUL unto death ' might well be. said to epitomise Tucker's 
attitude towards the Club he lov~d so well, He became blind in 1942, 
yet he continued to attend our meetings and greatly enjoyed listening 
to lectures and discussions. During that sad period of his life he con-

• 
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tributed a beautiful and moving poem (E tenebris) which was pub
lished in the Alpine Journal. 

G. D. R. Tucker was born in 1878. He was bound to our club by 
strong ties> for he was the son-in-law of one member, the late 
H. L. R. Dent, and the brother-in-law of the latter's son, John Dent 
(our former member). 

Tucker was educated at Temple Grove, Wellington College and 
· Magdalene, C?mbridge, where he won the Chancellor's Medal, Greek 

and Latin Gold Medals for Verse. In 1903 he went to the British 
Museum in the Printed Book Department where he worked till 1939 
when he retired. 

He married H. L. R. Dent's daughter Phyllis and had two 
daughters and one son. 

He was a member of the Royal Astronomical Society and did valuable 
work for it, with a large telescope in his garden. He was a member of 
the Swiss Alpine Club and of the Association of British members of 
the S.A.C., also of the Roehampton Club (where he played golf and 
croquet). He played tennis and racquets and \Vas captain of both at 
Wellington, also billiards for Cambridge. 

l-Ie was elected to the Alpine Club in 1918, his proposer being 
H. L. R. Dent and his seconder H. Symons. Among his six ' sup
porters' were 0. K. Williamson and John Dent. 

His total Alpine experience covered a long span of years ( 1888 to 
about 1939). In his first visits to the Alps (1888, 1895, 1900, 1903, 
1904) he did chiefly walking in Switzerland and minor ascents such as 
the Stalden Schwarzhorn. 

• 

Walking and minor ascents in the Tyrol, including the Rosskopf. 
Ditto, Langkofeljoch, Hafelekar, Series, Rosskopf, Monte 

Pians. 
Minor Swiss peaks and passes near Finhaut, including the Dent 

du Midi. 
U nter Gabelhorn, W ellenkuppe, Rimpfischhorn. 
Pointe de Zinal. 
Tschingelpass. Birre (near Kandersteg). Prattelspitze (ascent 

by Muller Chimney), Bliimlisalp, Monch, Finsteraarhorn, 
Eiger (ascent from the Little Scheidegg, descent to Fiescher
firn by South Ridge over North and South Eigerjochs). 

Freneli (trav.) near Isenfluh, also Lobhorn. 
Kingspitze (up by Froschkopf gully, down by the ' Yellow 
Crack'), Castor (trav.), Pollux. . 

W etterhorn, Mittelhorn, Gross Fiescherhorn, Schreckhorn (in 
bad conditions), J ungfrau ( trav. in bad conditions) via Rottal 
Ridge to Stechelberg. 

1916, 1917 Climbs in. England and Wales with Preb. W. E. 
Durham and Rev. John Pearce. Glyder Fawr, Twisting 
Gully, Tryfaen (North, South, Central and Milestone But
tresses), North Gully, Rowan Route (with Dr. N. E. Odell). 
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He did no serious climbing since 1918, but went to Switzerland 
many times where he enjoyed showing his family his previous climbs. 
The photographs which he exhibited from time to time at the Club 
were highly spoken of in the Alpine Journal and also in The Times and 
other papers. Our sympathy goes out very sincetely to Mrs. Tucker 
who shared all his interests and was the truest helpmate in life that any 
man could have, as well as to her children. 

s. DE V. MERRIMAN. 

WILLIAM GARDEN 

1871- 1950 

THE death of William Garden in his eightieth year has taken from our 
ranks a member of long standing and a keen lover of the mountains. 
Living so near the noble range of the Cairngorm mountains, he could 
hardly fail to be inspired, and few men can have known them better. 
He was a moving spirit in the Cairngorm Club, whose President he 
became later, and he was a member of the Scottish Mountaineering 
Club, Vice-President 1915- 19 and President 1934-36. 

His first visit to the Alps was in 1901 with William Douglas when 
they climbed the Brevent, the High Level route from Chamonix to 
Zermatt by the Col de Chardonnet, Grand Combin, Col de Sonadon, 
Ruinette, Col de Seilon, Cols Bertol and d'Herens. From Zermatt 
they did the Riffelhorn by the Matterhorn couloir, the W eisshorn, 
Matterhorn, Monte Rosa from Lysjoch. In 1902 he was out in 
Grindelwald with a Scottish friend, Mr. Brown, and had a sad ex
perience on the W etterhorn. With the guides Salomon Knubel, son 
of Peter, and Imboden of Zermatt, they had reached the summit with 
some difficulty owing to recent heavy falls of snow. On the descent, 
when they were in the lower couloir, they were overtaken by an avalanche 
and swept down about 1,200 ft. They were badly knocked about and 
had lost their axes and rucksacks. · Brown was dead and Knubel was 
gasping for breath, and died a few minutes later, while Garden was 
endeavouring to give him some wine. Imboden's mind was wander
ing, and he was crying aloud in mingled distress and fear. Garden 
tried to move him out of the bed of the avalanche, but was too weak to 
do so. Garden struggled to some rocks on his left, and on the chance, 
which was yery remote, of attracting attention, shouted again and 
again at the top of his voice for assistance. By great good fortune a 
foreign climber and his guide, who were crossing the mountain from 
Rosenlaui, appeared on the rocks above them, and in three-quarters of 
an hour, joined them. Garden had meantime rushed across the 
couloir to a place of s'afety on the rocks to the right, and the guide 
carried lmboden on his back to join him. They said they would hurry 
on, and send up guides and succour, and Garden was left alone with 
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two dead companions, and poor Imboden, for hour after hour from 2 

till 10 P.M. 
Meantime the weather had broken, hail fell, and it was bitterly cold, 

and lightning flashed around. The guides carried the living and the 
dead back to the hut. From the hut Garden was ·able to walk, in spite 
of his bruises, supported by a guide on either side, and in pouring rain. 
Grindelwald was reached on the S\lnday morning. It had been a 
terrible ordeal. 

In 1903 he was in the Rockies for three weeks with W. Douglas, and 
though the weather was not good, they ascended Assiniboine, Pope's 
Peak, Whyte's Peak, Mt. Lefroy, Fairview, Mt. Aberdeen, Castle 
Craig, Mt. Abbot, Mt. Avalanche, and Mt. Sir Donald. 

In 1907 Norway was visited with W. Douglas and four friends in the 
Alpine Club. The weather was ·bad, and rock'-climbing was out of 
the question. ,They crossed the Riings Skar, from Vetti to Turtegro, 
the Dyrhungs-Tinder twice, and crossed the J ostedalsbrae. He was 
elected to the Club this year. In 1910 he was again in Norway with 
Eric Greenwood and W. A. Brigg. They ascended Skagastolstind 
by Vigdal's and descended by Heftye's Chimney, thereafter they 
toured the country in fine weather from hut to hut by the glacier passes 
and valleys. In 1912 he returned to the Alps with Eric Greenwood. 
It was a bad weather season, and they got pr-actically no climbing. This 
was his last expedition abroad, but he still attended the meets of the 
Cairngorm and Scottish Mountaineering Clubs from time to time as 
the claims of his profession allowed, and retained his interest to the 
last. He was an advocate in Aberdeen and a Justice of the Peace for 
the city. 

He was a strong goer and a cheerful comrade on the mountain, and a 
sound mountaineer, and he will be greatly missed by his large circle of 
friends. 

• 

-----------------

-
FRITZ S1"EURI 

1879-1950 

w. N. LING . 

• 

FRlTZ STEURI, SEN., died after a long· internal ailment last December 
quite peacefully in his ' Heimat ' at Grindelwald, surrounded by his 
wife and four sons, amongst whom his eldest, Fritz, made a perfect 
nurse. 

I knew him for over 45 years and valued him highly. 
F ritz was in his youth a postman and one of the first to use ski in this 

valley. They were a welcome help on his long. beats on Scheidegg and 
Mannlichen. He took part in many of the early competitions and secured 
several first prizes, amongst them the ' Wanderbecher ' for the ' Inter-
national Dauerlauf ' from the Ski-Club Berne. . 
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In 1905 he became a real Bergfiihrer. His Fiihrerbuch is full of nearly 
all the well-known Oberland ascents, in summer and in winter, the last 
entry being in 1932 by Sir Leonard Pearce, of the London Power 
Company, his patron for many years . . From this date there are no more 
entries, though the book is renewed yearly till 1950. Other well-known 
names include: Prince Chichibu (nephevv of the present Hirohito), 
Pomo-o and Yuko Maki, whose queer-shaped characters fill many pages 
of his book. The latter also made with Fritz the first ascent of the 
Mittellegi ridge of Eiger, with other guides, amongst them F ritz 
Amatter. . 

Other well-known names to be found in the book are : :F. II. Burr, of 
Boston, the late Dr. Biehly, of Kandersteg, and many others. In 1940 
he made his 1 ,oooth ascent of the J ungfrau, accompanied by the writer. 

Fritz seldom left the Oberland, though there are two or three entries 
from the Engadine and Zermatt. 

His death is a great loss to all who knew him. l-Ie is buried in the 
Grindelwald churchyard, where so many other great mountaineers are 

-at rest. 
G. HASLER . 

• 

I WOULD not like the death of my old friend and guide, Fritz Steuri, to 
go by without tribute from one who owes him as much as I. Steuri 
died in Grindlewald in December, 1950, in his seventy-second year. 
He will rank as one of the great guides of the old school. On the 
mountain, his quiet and placid movements hid surprising speed and 
alertness when occasion arose. I well remember when once he and I 
were climbing along a narrow ledge and I had given him the impression 
(wrongly) that I was going to slip, he covered the ten yards that separ
ated us in an instant. 

Steuri had an amusing habit when climbing alone -vvith me. On 
reaching a place that might cause some trouble he would stop abruptly 
and begin a conversation on some topic of the valley, in no way con
nected with the matter in hand. I never quite understood why he did 
this but perhaps it was to show me that there really was no difficulty. 
The effect, of course, was just the opposite ; when he stopped suddenly · 
on a climb and began to tell me an anecdote I came to know that 
something was coming. 

Steuri was not just a guide. Scientific wot'k in the mountains inter
ested him immensely and my particular study is not the only one that 
has profited from his interest. In the research work my party carried 
out at the Jungfraujoch before the last war, he joined in the rough day 
to day work enthusiastically, digging a deep shaft, erecting a gantry 
and installing an engine to lower the tub. He then came with us on 
several of our excursions and crevasse explorations and watched our 
results as the work progressed, intelligently and critically. 

My chief recollections of Steuri were his quiet humour, the twinkling 
eye, the human sympathy and understanding. Yet, if he disagreed 

• 
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with anyone, Herr or no Herr, guide or no guide, he would say so in 
a very definite and unmistakable ·way. 

Steuri was a ski-er of the old school although in his younger days he 
ranked as a Kanone. In the mountains, however, he relied on a gentle 
Telemark. He had an uncanny aptitude of gauging immediately the 
capabilities and speed of the weakest link in a party, and never once 
would he overstrain that member. 

A finer and truer man than this Swiss gentleman of peasant stock 
has never lived. 

GERALD SELIG1\1AN • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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